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Water  Infrastructure F inance Author ity  Grant

Smart  I r r igat ion Systems at  C i ty  Parks  and Meter  Replacement  to  Water
Users  ($3,200,000)  –  The ex ist ing  spr ink ler  i r r igat ion systems at  Kei l ler ,
Quai l ,  and Rai l road Parks  are  over  20 years  o ld  and ineff ic ient  in
conserv ing  water .  Staf f  have manual ly  turned on and off  park  spr ink ler
systems for  the last  f ive  years .  This  often results  in  parks  being
overwatered and f looded.  Smart  i r r igat ion technology uses  weather  data
or  so i l  moisture  data  to  determine the i r r igat ion needs  of  the parks .  A
smart  spr ink ler  system wi l l  be  able  to  be remotely  monitored by  staf f  and
wi l l  ensure overwater ing  does  not  occur .  New smart  meters  wi l l  monitor
and not i fy  staf f  of  any  l ine  breaks  and water  leaks  to  help  the c i ty
improve i ts  water  conservat ion.  The Water  Conservat ion Grant  Fund
Committee voted unanimously  in  support  of  the $3.2  Mi l l ion project .  The
WIFA Board has  approved the funding.

NOTABLE ITEMS:



GENERAL  INFORMAT ION
Apr i l  2024

Repaving of  Haskel l  Avenue and Rex Al len Dr ive

The Ar izona Department  of  Transportat ion (ADOT) ,  which owns and
mainta ins  Haskel l  Avenue and Rex Al len Dr ive,  replaced concrete  aprons
and s idewalks  in  November  2023.  The concrete  aprons  a l low water  to
dra in  correct ly  and preserve roadways  as  vehic les  turn.  ADOT has
completed paving  Haskel l  Avenue and Rex Al len Dr ive  with in  c i ty  l imits .
In  March ADOT paved Haskel l  Avenue to  both ex i ts  in  FY  2024-2025.
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Earth Day Community  C lean-Up

In  ce lebrat ion of  Earth  Day,  the c i ty  organized a  community  c lean-up with
the support  of  numerous  loca l  sponsors  and partners .  We extend our
thanks  to  Southwest  Disposal ,  Va l ley  Telecom,  McDonald 's ,  Dos  Cabezas
Coffee Co. ,  Desert  Brew,  S ierra  Lumber,  Ace Hardware,  Cochise  County,
and the Wi l lcox  Middle  School  for  their  contr ibut ions  in  c leaning up our
c i ty .

Upcoming City  Manager  Podcast

I  recent ly  part ic ipated in  a  podcast  hosted by  Val ley  Telecom,  d iscuss ing
the inner  work ings  of  the c i ty ,  our  progress ,  and future  in i t iat ives .
Deta i l s  on when and where to  l i s ten are  forthcoming.
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Dog Park  Progress

The new dog park  i s  near ing  complet ion,  featur ing  a  new water  feature
and freshly  la id  red gravel .  The f ina l  addit ion wi l l  be  the insta l lat ion of
dog p lay  structures .

Scott  St .  Construct ion Progress

Rockhouse construct ion has  quick ly  and ef f ic ient ly  completed their
port ion of  the construct ion on Scott  St .  which inc luded widening the
street  f rom one to  two lanes,  new curbs ,  new s idewalk ,  new a l ley  and
dr iveway approaches.  The c i ty  wi l l  be  complet ing  the project  with  a  ch ip
seal  in  the next  few weeks.  The c i ty  would  l ike  to  thank SEAGO,  ADOH,
and Rockhouse construct ion for  a l l  of  their  ass istance on th is  project .
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New Signage for  Twin Lakes  Golf  Course & Birding/Wildl i fe  Area

The c i ty  has  insta l led new s ignage at  the Twin Lakes  Gol f  Course  and
Bird ing/Wi ld l i fe  Area to  improve navigat ion and enhance v isuals  for  the
vis i tor  and res ident ia l  exper ience.

City  Hosts  Brownsf ie ld’s  Workshop

The c i ty  recent ly  hosted a  Brownsf ie ld  workshop,  which saw great
attendance and received numerous  pos i t ive  comments  about  Wi l lcox.
This  engagement  h ighl ights  our  community 's  commitment  to  susta inable
development  and environmental  health.
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Workout  Equipment  at  Kei l ler  Park

New workout  equipment  has  been insta l led at  Kei l ler  Park ,  funded by  a
recent  grant .  This  upgrade wi l l  enhance our  community 's  f i tness
fac i l i t ies .

Sulphur  Spr ings  Water  Al l iance

In  2023,  the Babbitt  Center  a long with  Ar izona State  Univers i ty ’s  Water
Innovat ion In i t iat ive  and L incoln  Inst i tute’s  Consort ium for  Scenar io
Planning,  brought  together  farmers ,  ranchers ,  res idents ,  c i ty  and county
off ic ia ls ,  and bus iness  leaders  f rom the Sulphur  Spr ings  Val ley  to  f ind
common ground on water  i ssues  fac ing  our  reg ion.  Counci lmember
Bowlby,  Michael  Resare  and mysel f  attended the workshop in  E l f r ida  to
represent  the interests  of  the Wi l lcox  community .  The d iverse  group is
cont inuing to  work  together  today to  preserve our  loca l  water  supply  in
the Wi l lcox  Bas in  as  the Sulphur  Spr ings  Water  A l l iance.  A  v ideo was
made of  the process  and can be watched at :  

https://www.l incoln inst .edu/publ icat ions/mult imedia/agr icu l ture-
water- in-west-community-takes-charge

https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/multimedia/agriculture-water-in-west-community-takes-charge
https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/multimedia/agriculture-water-in-west-community-takes-charge
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COMMUNITY EVENTS:

Wil lcox Wine Fest ival  -  May 17th-19th
Vis i tWi l lcox.az .gov/wi l lcox-wine-country-spr ing-fest iva l/

Rex Al len Museum Car  Show  -  May 25th
Vis i tWi l lcox.az .gov/rex-a l len-museum-car-show/

Lavender  Fest ival  -  June 10th
Vis i tWi l lcox.az .gov/ lavender- fest iva l/

QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL:

Counci lmember Garza  asked i f  the Dos Cabezas  is  on,  or  can be added to
the transit  route.

In  order  for  our  serv ice  area to  be expanded,  a  feas ib i l i ty  study i s
required to  be completed by  SEAGO and approved by  ADOT/FTA.  This
grant  cyc le  has  a l ready been submitted.  Dur ing  the budget ing  process ,  i f
Counci l  des i res ,  s taf f  can evaluate  expanding the serv ice  area and
prepar ing  for  the next  feas ib i l i ty  study

https://visitwillcox.az.gov/willcox-wine-country-spring-festival/
https://visitwillcox.az.gov/Rex-Allen-Museum-Car-Show/
https://visitwillcox.az.gov/lavender-festival/
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Counci lmember Garza  asked for  c lar i f icat ion on whether  we would get
funding i f  approved or  re jected on adding the Benson route.

The appl icat ion would  not  have been re jected by  ADOT i f  the Counci l
voted to  submit  the grant  appl icat ion without  serv ice  to  Benson.

Counci lmember Garza  asked for  c lar i f icat ion on the Chamber  of  Commerce
part ic ipat ing  in  r ibbon cutt ings.

When a  new bus iness  appl ies  for  a  permit  with  the C i ty  of  Wi l lcox,  s taf f
asks  the bus iness  i f  they  would  l ike  a  r ibbon cutt ing  with  the Mayor ,  C i ty
Counci l ,  Wi l lcox  Chamber  of  Commerce and Agr icu l ture,  and community .
I f  the bus iness  would  l ike  the c i ty  to  host  a  r ibbon cutt ing,  s taf f  not i f ies
the Mayor ,  C i ty  Counci l ,  Wi l lcox  Chamber  of  Commerce and Agr icu l ture,
and community  and ass ists  in  developing an agenda.  P lease see attached
f i les  for  deta i led process  and appl icat ion informat ion.

Counci lmember Garza  would l ike  to  know i f  the splash pad is  delayed as
wel l  as  the pool .

The splash pad uses  the same f i l t rat ion system as  the pool .  The pool  wi l l
need to  be complete  for  the sp lash pad to  work.

Counci lmember Garza  would l ike  to  know about  vehic les  parking against
traff ic  on our  roads.

I t  i s  i l lega l  to  park  against  the f low of  t raf f ic .

Counci lmember Garza  would l ike  an update on the cemetery.  We haven’t
removed the grassy  area.

City  staf f  have been act ive ly  complet ing  other  projects  and p lan to
address  the cemetery  th is  year .

Counci lmember Hestand wants  to  know how much people  can br ing  back on
the transit  bus.

Passengers  are  genera l ly  a l lowed F ive(5)  grocery  store  type bags  or
two(2)  large shopping bags  person,  though i f  they  are  able  to  carry  them
on their  own,  except ions  can be made to  a l low a  few more bags.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND AGENDA ITEMS:

Wil lcox  C i ty  Manager ,  Ca leb B laschke

May 16 -  Budget  Conversat ions
Var iance
CFO Des ignee Resolut ion
Presentat ion to  Chery l  Moss
Approval  of  WIFA Grant
Award of  Bus  Barn

June 6  -  Budget  Meet ings

June 20 -  Budget  Meet ings


